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Washington. D. C.
I write to-dny of one of the liest in¬

vestments of Uncle .Sam Patriaich. Öne
fatherly relative is a shrewd specula¬tor. Ho makes millions in real estate,
and his chief land investments have
paid many thousand per cent. The first
was the Louisiana purchase, l>y which
the French sold us n territory ten
times as large as the State of Illinois
That block of land cost about 3 cents-
an acre. It Is now worth $30 and up¬
ward per acre and it annually yields
crops to the amount of thousands 61
millions of dollars. It is producing
more than a billion bushels of corn
and two hundred and fifty million
bushels of wheat every year and is
feeding live stork valued at over iilhe
iundrcd millions.

The Wealth of /.'.nskn.
The purchase I speak of to-day is

"thai of Alaska Uncle Säm bought it
»f Russia for less than 2 cents an acre
iorty-four years age He :iaf already
realized more than sixiy times ihe
. mount of his ottglnal Investment, and:
ke does not yet know what he own*
The land Is netting us 4(»A per cent.|«yery year, and it will go up to 1,00(1
per .-em. in the future. We paid for Ii J
ie little more than several million dol-i
Tars. We have already taken mit over
*our hundred millions. We cot more
than the purchf-.se prlo- otif of the twojlor three lltilp s*a: Islands, and the |[salmon fisheries a:r- how bringing Injevfr ten m filier,'.- dollars per annum, jiThf- yealtfy "output of gold is close
twelve millions.' and by ihe end of this
.year we shall have realized more than
'thirty times its cost from th« minerals
'elone.

These are big fig-ires, bin they are
yDnly pin pricks on the surface of that
land of ice and snow. The tnoet ol
the gold so far taken out has been
from placers, and there are quarts de¬
posits of Incalculable value Alaska
(has copper beds which bid fair to

coal veins are estimated to contain
billions of ions "f black diamonds.

With Uncle Sinn'» Prospector*.
During the past week 1 have liron

looking over the lntesl government In¬
vestigation of this mighty property.As si ton ns it came into our handsUncle Sam sent his experts t«i explore lit, and for the past generation they Ihave been taking it up section by Rtic-lion, climbing the mountains and]tramping over the plains and plateaus, jmaking maps of the land and pros-'
Pect Ing for mineral wealth.'The greater part of the work has!
been done by the Geological Survey.]which keeps three divisions of men-In'
the Acid. iMie of these. Including three
parlies, 1= devoted to mapping the court-
try nnd giving its topography; It is
making plans from which you can tell iali ihr bills and hollows, the height
. .f ihe mountains; and depth of the val-|leys. Another division Is examining jthe water powers, and a third, and
should say, the most important of all,
Is composed Of a iior.cn different corn-
panles tif geologists, who are looking
into the minerals and accumulating
data as to the coal, iron, copper and,go! ! which the country contains.
The mineral brnnch of the survey

i= now under the charge of Dr. Alfred'
!l liruoks, who has spent more than
thirteen years in the work of cxplor-Ilog Alaska; and who knows more about
ihv country than any other man In the
word. He ha.-- written a geography'tthti geology of Alaska, and with hisscientific assistants Itas spent about |five '.month's every year for the past jthirteen years in making explorations.!
with a view to the mineral wealth.)Ills parties hnv< gone through the
wild* on foot and in boats, carrying!their canoes from stream to stream, jand making long 'ours, during which,
their baggage lias been carried on sleds!
and drawn by dugs. They have trave.-
t-d to the headwatiers "f one stream or]
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nave explored altogether many thou-
sand square miles. It Is from talks jwith Dr. Brooks thai I am able to give
much of the information contained" "in
this letter.

Ala.skn From nn Aeroplane.
In the first place let us take a liy-

lap machine view of Alaska, I have !
Roue over the maps with the Geolo-
gists, and the country Is like nothing
I have ever Imagined. We shall sup¬
pose that we have taken one of ÜrvIVIe
Wright's aeroplanes and have- sailed
across it from the Pacific ocean to the
Arctic, and from British Columbia lb
Siberia In Russia. What n big land It
is! Beginning- at the southeast on the
Pacific, where the land joins British
t'olumhia. and living straight north, we
go almost as far as from New York to
Cincinnati before we reach the coast
of the Arctic Ocean, and from the same,
point. Hying westward, we should go
TOO miles before arriving at Bering Sea.
Roughly speaking, Alaska would make
a square with more than TOO miles on
each side, and still leave enough land
over to form two States the size of
New York.

It is almost as large as the combined
area of Germany. France and the .Span-
Ish peninsula, and if it were lifted UP
and dropped down on the United States
propel it Wohld cover all of the States
which border the Atlantic from Ma.ne
down to Florida.

Dr. Brooks tells me thai Alaska has
in general about the same features as
the western half of the United States
It is composed of three or four greatregions. There are iwo ranges of
mountains upholding a high .plateaubetween them, with a wide stretch of
Arctic plain at the north. The Suthern
mountains Correspond to the Sierra
Nevada and other ranges, which bound
the western side of the Rocky Moun¬
tain plateau. North of them is a
region of plains corresponding to that '

plateau, and on the other side is ,a i
great range of mountains which cor-
responds to the Rockies, with plains
beyond like the great plains farther
south. The latter are the tundras ol
the Arctic slope. They are covered
with a thick growth of moss, which
ends at the sea and which for many
miles inland is bedded on perpetual
ice.
The mountains are wooded. Those

ät tlie south have a vegetation, as dense
as the Jungles of tropical countries,
and the whole southern slope has ajrainfall which in places aggregate more'!
than 100 inches per year. Across thejmountains we lind an arid region where
the rainfall is scanty. it Is not as
dry as the great plains of the Rocky
Mountain plateau, but so dry that the
Vegetation is scrubby, and the big trees
disappear.. It Is through this region
that flow'the chief rivers which are
fed by the snows ol the mountains.
The Yukon, which runs for 1,500 miles
from trie Canadian boundary to Ber¬
ing Sea. Is Hie largest, and-the KusKo
Kwlm, which llbws through the same j
plateau farther south, comes next. The
plateau where It Joins British Columbia j
is about as high as the average alt!-
lüde of the Alleghahy Mountains, and!
it slopes from there north to the sea. jThe Mighty t'onl Beds.
Of this rough territory Dr. Brooks

lells me that only about onc-tlfth ol
the whole has been geologically ex-

,plored, The Geologists have gone ovc-t
the most accessible and most desir¬
able parts of it and have tramped across
the other portion, malting explora¬
tion-, here and liiere, so that In general
they know about what the country
.contains and have specltle knowledge
of ill least onc-flfth of It.

A great part of our conversation to¬
day i elated to the coal fields, whlcn
are now attracting so much attention
In the minds of lite people. Dr. Brooks
savn there Is coal all over Alaska, andthai I iie beds are of such an enormous
extent that ihey probably contain liun-drcdH of billions of tons, and there is
no doubt that thty contain at the least
I;..000.000,000. This can he estimated
by I he tlelds which have been more or
lem carefully tested, but it. Is,.safe
to .-ay that at- the minimum estimate]the coal a mounts to 110.000,000,G00
ton:<. and thai u may lie ninny limes:
that amount. The <.o,ii resources ate;
lai In excess at those <ir. I lie Appa-,lachians. although a greater part, ol

the coal Is of i far lower grade.Would SupPly the World for ISO Vein.Une hundred and fifty billion tons'The figures are large and the mind can¬
not comprehend them All the coalmines of the world are now produc¬ing jiist one. billion ions per annum,and at the rate if this coal were ac¬
cessible it would supply the wholeworld for 1Ö0 years'and probably leavemuch to spare.

If the coal amounts to only lifleenbillions it would beat arid move theworld for fifteen years, and if we hadIt on shipboard or In thu markets Itwould make us rich beyond the dreamsof avarice. I have seen tho value es-tlmnted In billions ot dollars, it
would be worth that if it could bedumped down a few ions at a timein the chief markets of the world, but
as It lies now the statement makes onethink of the words of t!f_> Japaneseschoolboy: "It is to laugh." Ofthe fifteen billion tons which are the
minimum figures of the Geologists' es¬
timates, about four and one-halt bil¬lions are on the Arctic slope, where HIs locked In Ice for' most of the year.It is beyond ranges of mountains, which
could hardly be crossed, and on soarfrom where the coal could not he car¬
ried to any market on earth. Another
four billions or more lie In the Inter¬
ior of Alaska, In the plateau regionof which I have written, and It Is safe
to say that It will nove» be worthanything except for local con¬
sumption. The greater pan of thebalance, comprising more than sl\-bllllon tons by conservative es¬timate, is In .southeastern Alaska,
near the Pacific Coast. These lastbeds are a live working quanti¬ty, and they will some day have a
great part in the industry and wealth

Coal ni tlnlf a Cent n Ton.
In my talk with Dr. Rroqks I asked

him as to the government values of
these lands. Ha replied that all
now withheld from sale, pending the
governmen I investigation and the
trouble concerning the titles, and that

The Master Cure for

Used by Specialists and known eIncol8Sl tsthe one Rood medicine for doep-6eited and ap¬parently hopeless cases. A Bate, speedy and satis¬factory treatment. Tion't waste time with com¬
pounds, core-alls nnd liniments. Insist on ust.
tog Mailer's Famous Prescription and success.
Cures Rheumatism and Coat

any age or condition.
At Druggists, 76c. Bottle. Booklet mailed fres.WM. H. MÜLLER. 352 Atlantic Are-Bklro. N Y

Formerly Uoi.tnltj Place. N. Y. City

Just Received
The Famous

Copy

Madonna of Chair
By Raphael.

Reproducing the master¬
piece in its original size and
beauty on canvas.

Public invitation extended
to view same at oiir galleries.

Art Co,
5 E. Broad Street.

he had estimated their value at a half
a cent a ton In the ground. This seems
ridiculously low. but even at this rate,
he says, the lands near the Pacific
coast would he worth from $fiO t.o $500
per acre.

I here ventured a suggestion that If
I'lerpont .Morgan or one of the Guggen¬heims wished to perpetuate his wealth
he might invest $100,000 In such lands
with the understanding that they were
to be mined only by his greut-great-
grandchlldrcn one hundred years from
now.

"It would seem so." replied Dr.
Brooks, -but we have had a discussion
concerning prospective values that jmakes that matter a very questionable
one. Even If the lands could be bought
at $10 on acre, which has been the law
as to the public coal lands of Alaska,
and should be kept 100 years, they
would have to yield a big amount of
coal to pay the Interest charges. I have
had one of the financiers llguring upon
the possibilities.
He says that at $10 an acre the in¬

vestment In 100 years by annually com¬
pounding the Interest at S per cent,
would make every acre there cost
$2,634. not counting the taxes. Now. if
the investment were $100.000 Instead
of $10 the Interest charges and prin¬
cipal in 100 years would amount to
the enormous sum of $26,:i IO.oOO, or if
it were a million dollars the total cost jof the land would then be $l'G:i.400,000.
You must also remember that the coal |has to be still gotten out of the earth. !
and that yoii cannot be absolutely sure
as to Just what Is under the ground. In |all this we have left out the question
of taxes, which would go up as the
other coal, mines nearby were de- Jveloped. so that there Is great doubt to
Hie advisability of a century holding
of Alaska coal."
ni The .Market for Con I.

I went with Dr. Brooks over the
maps of his recent explorations and
took a look at the Bering River and
Mutanuska coal fields, which are now
being discussed. Neither Is far from
the sea, and ihe Guggenheims have
already built a railroad which is not
more than twenty-five miles or so
from the Bering River beds. The coal
of this region is excellent, varying
from anthracite to valuable semi-
blluminous. The beds cover something
like forty Square miles, and they will
yield from 10.000 to 100,000 tons to
the acre. The Matanuska field is not
much farther away, and It Is probable
that there are other fields in the im¬
mediate vicinity. This coal could be
made qu'ckly available, and it would
command a good price In the market.

In talking wth Dr. Brooks I was
told that the coal trade of the Pacific
Is now largely monopolized by the
British, who are working valuable
mines on Vancouver Island, from
which they supply I'uget Sound, San
Francisco and other places. The Van¬
couver coal delivered at tidewater
sells for as high as $4.50 a ton, and is
sold at wholesale >n Seattle at $5. In
California coal Is now bringing front
$fi' to $18 a ton, and on' the Pacific
seaboard of Alaska the retail prices
run from $S to .$15 per ton. At Nome
coal Is selling for from $18 to $25, und
those prices will probably continue
until the Alaskan coal Heids are
opened. Just at present there are
some lignite fields being worked on the
Seward Peninsula. This Is contrary to
law, and the minors have bec-n warned
to desist. They are far off In tho
wilderness, however, and the warnings
are not heeded.

Jnpan nnd Our Coal Fields.
In view of tho present talk of a

possible war with' .Japan, the Bering
River coal beds assume groat Import-
anc'o as a supply point of the ships oi
our navy. In such an event much of
our coal would have'to be shipped by
rail across the continent or be carried
about through the Strait of Magellan
to San Francisco. In the latter case
It is estimated that atdensl one-llfth
of every' cargo brought :wonld be used
up In sloum.lng.that distance, and Ihls
would ,ho In addition to the cost of
the co.il, itself.' The freight rates -by
rail would be enormous. The Bering
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River coal beds arc about 1.200 miles
l>y water from Ptigct Sound, and theyl
nre not far from the excellent harbor )of Cordova Bay. They might be de¬
fended by some of the great shins of {
our navy, or Japan might rush there
with a part of her tleet and captlirethe coal supplies; All she would nc.
to clo would be to take about twenty
live miles of railroad material alonghiiiI extend the present Guggenheim
line to the beds. Such a possibility Is
probably well known to the War De¬
partments of both nation.- and It is
safe to say that lhe United States
would be on the ground first.

Cool Versus Petroleum.
At present the oil holds of California

are competing largely for the fuel
trade in the markets of the Pacific.
Many of the steamers are now using
oil, and 'oil Is largely employed on the
railroads, it is sold for fuel 111 all the
Pacific Coast Stales and Territories,
and Its use Increases each year. In )I'.iOS the oil consumed was equal to
I-2.000,000 tons of coal, whereas the jcoal alone was considerably less than
half that.
This Is a factor that must he 'con-

sidcrcd In connection with the
Alaskan coal when It comes Into the
market, and another factor is the coal
that will come through the Panama
Ouual. Dr. Brooks has figures which
show that when the canal Is completed
eastern coal cati be landed In San
Francisco at St.tiO a ton. This means
pulling ii on the ship at the Atlantic
coast porls at a cost of J2 per ton.
paying a freight of S2 and n canal
tonnage of about tä cents. lie says

also that It la estimated that tt will
cost about 14.60 a ton to put the
Alaskan coal' Into -San Francisco. So
von see ii I» quite a question whethertho Alaskan coal beds will not have
to light lor the market.

For (lit! same reason the PanamaCanal will affect the coal trade of the
Stales aloiiK the west coast of South
America. Those countries can be sup-idled fi out Alaska, but the canal will
make thein accessible to our Atlantic
coal fields and they will probably besupplied from the mines of both places.As lb Alaska llst-lf. there can bo
Utile development in that country untilthe coal fields are opened, ftallroad-
ate impossible,at the high coal rates
of to-day, and all udustry is laggingthere for cheap tuel. It will take a
big sum of money to construct the
railroads anil open the mines, ami this
money can only be supplied by or¬
ganised capital Dr. Brooks estimates
that the first ton of coal shipped out
of the Bering field will have cost a l
leasl {16,000,000 by the time it Is on
the way to the consumer, and that
from then on the cost will fall until It
is somewhere near the live or ten dol¬
lars, which the people will pay. I
have no sympathy with the Guggen¬heim gobblers, but the Individual mlnoi
cnn'do nothing alone, and the govern¬
ment will have to adopt regulation?
that will enable capital to develop th«
beds at a reasonable protit. Whether
this can be accomplished without a
material chnngo In Uncle Sam's plans
remains to he seen.
(Copyright, 1311, by Trank <'<¦ Car¬

penter.)
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